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ACC'DENT Age Limits:‘ 12 to 30—but for
riders aged 12 or 13 the weekly
INSURA NCE benefit is limited to 10/- per week
WEEKLY CoST SECURITY
BENEHT PER TEAM EXCEEDS (5,000,000
el member peryes Benefit paid up to 52 weeks each
10/~ £2 2 6 claim, excluding first seven days
15/~ £ 3 9 disablement.
£1 0 0 £4 5 0
£1 10 0 £6 7 6 NO NAMES of individual members
£2 0 0 8 10 0 NO CANCELLATION CLAUSE
£210 0 £10 12 6 MONTHLY REMITTANCES of benefit
£3 0 0 £1215 0 if required.

H. A. SHEPPARD & Co.

Insurance Underwriting Agents
12 MARTINS BANK CHAMBERS
TUNBRIDGE WELLS (Phone: T.W. 130)

PAID IN ADDITION TO
NATIONAL INSURANCE OR
ANY OTHER BENEFIT AND
TAX FREE.

SAVE YOUR
PRQGR_AMMES

DON'T throw your old pro-
grammes away team managers.
Next month we intend to devote
space to what we think would prove
an interesting article on the differ-
ent programies in use.

Send us a voucher today. Through
our columns secretaries can get in
touch. with one another and discuss
improvements, ideas, ets. The best
and most informative progremmes
will have their covers printed in
future issues.

Staff reporter, Roy Bullet, will be
in charge of the new series. Send
everything to him, c/o Amateur
Cycle Spesdway, 15 Locket Road,
Wealdstone, Harrow, Middlesex.
Don’t forget to marke your enve-
lopes “ Programmes "’ on the bottom
left hand corner.

NO TIME

Owing to lack of space this month,
Rocky Hill's popular article of
Track Records has had to be held
over until the next issue. Send him
your track records for inclusion.—

EDITOR.

LATE NEWS
BIRMINGHAM BEAT

Raisefundsforyourclub

ST. ALBANS
LEGAL

IRMINGHAM beat St. Albans

(Herts) 793-39%  at Aston
recently. Ken Cooper and L. Gilroy
(St. Albans) gave the only serious
opposition. Birmingham  opened
with three 5-1 wins but in heat 4,
Ken rode on the outside of his
opponent for three laps to dead
heat for first place. Full scorers:
Birmingham (793) D. Smith 144,
D. Summers 14, E. Green 13, V.
Halliwell 11, A. Pridey 9, J. Varnish
9, J. Cutler5, P. Dorman 4. St.
Albans (39%) K. Cooper 123, L.
Gilroy 10, T. Phillips 5, M. Waldron
5, R. Pinnock 4, J. Martindale 2,
D. New 1, R. Taylor 0.

FOR
BONA - FIDE
CLUBS

In the Birmingham League, Div. Send for price list to;

11, Hampstead beat Hockley
Panthers 80-15 and created history
for the biggest win.

SUPPLIES

Leading teams of Div. I:—

P WDUL P
gand?worth VT B S [ R4 I8 BARON GROVE
romford e L l2 g S 18
Aston Aces “A” 12 8 1 3 17 MITCHAM, SURREY
Rogues ... w9 8 — 116

FUND RAISERS

RJR PRINTING

CRICKET
FOOTBALL
GREYHOUNDS
JOCKEYS
Letter Doubles

*
CLOAKROOM TICKETS
DRAW TICKETS

STOPWATCH CARDS

PROBLEM NAME CARDS
*
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GRAHAM PAYNE, glancing over Nalional Trophy resulls says

S the National Team Champion-

ship—cycle speedway’s greatest
competition—being run on the right
lines? Are all the teams—weak
and strong—getting an equal chance
to win the coveted trophy?

These are some of the points that
are flashing through my mind as I
glance over the past results. Cer-
tainly, the results tend to show the
mistake of mnot running the
competition on a home and away
basi.

Away teams were definitely at a
disadvantage, both morally and
physically. There were 50 home
wins in the First Round and 25 away
win: In the Second Round, there
were 41 home wins as opposed to
34 away. And in the Third Round
21 home teams won and only 12
aways managed to pull off victories.

Thus the chance an away team
had of winning was just under 2-1
against. Not very encouraging.

With the present system, a weak
team has already lost if drawn away
to a powerful combination. But if
the competition allowed each team
to race one fixture at home and one
away with the team drawn first
holding the first match, no doubt the
riders of the weaker team would be
encouraged to think: “We'll try to
hold them a: close as we can on
their track, and then attempt to win
on aggregate on our own.”

AWAY TEAMS
ARE NOT AT
HOME !

The F.A. Cup in soccer was at
one time run on a home or away
basis: it is not today. DBut if the
committee who made the rules for
the National Team Championship
had the F.A. Cup in mind as a
competition to follow, they made a
bad mistake.

Most soccer pitches are of the
standard length. and shape; that
cannot be said for any two tracks
in cycle speedway.

To prove my point that away
teams have a 2-1 against chance of
pulling off a win, look at the fol-
lowing results taken at random.

Dagenham Aces (Essex) were at
home for their First, Second and
Third Round matches. They won
each time by 79-19, 77-19, 63-33. But
their first away hurdle by 33-63.

Seddlescombe Saints (Sussex) had
a similar plight. After receiving a
bye in the First Round, they won
their next two matches 67-27 and
65-30. Which were convincing per-
formances. However, they too, failed
at their first away - match by 29

points, the score being 33-62 against
them. And there are many other
examples.

Some teams, of course, beat that
2-1 against bogey, most prominent
of them being the Ridge Eagles
from Sussex and Tooting Tigers
from London. .

The Eagles, undaunted at being
drawn away in the First Round, ran
out easy winners 56-39. A Second
Round bye gave them a breather,
which they needed for they were
drawn away in the Third Round.
They won 59-36. It was odds. on
that they would win their next
match, at home, which they did to
the tune of 63-33.

Tooting Tigers, on the other hand,
received 4 bye in the First Round,
and in the following two matches
topped the sixty mark with away
wins, Their scores were 62-34 and
60-36. ‘

We all learn by our mistakes, and
this first National Team Champion-
ship could not be expected to be
perfect. It was speeded through in
order to give teams something to
strive for in this first year of
national control, and full praise must
go to N.ACS.A. and the News
Chronicle for arranging it. No doubt
supplementary regulations could be
added for future competitions.

Anyway, I hope next year will see
matches run on the home and away
basis. :

NATIONAL TROPHY : COUNTY FINALISTS MEET

WENTY-SIX teams from all
parts of England are left in the
battle for the News Chronicle
National Team Championship. They
are all champions of their respective
countie .
Draw for this Inter-County round

1S e

Maidenhead -Lions (Berks) v.
Slough  Flyers . (Bucks). Acton
Acorns or South Harrow Grey-
hounds (Middx.) v. Bushey Acs2s

(Herts). Ridge Eagles or East Hill
Swifts (Sussex) v. Walton Swans
(Surrey). Byes: Ea twood Metcors
or Stratford Hammers (Essex).
Orpington Eagles (Kent), Warwick
Lions or Tooting Tigers (London).

Cawston Kangaroos or FEarlham
Eagles or Costessy or Yaxham
(Norfolk). Claydon Cyclonss (Suf-
folk).

Foulston
Clutton Pirates- (Somerset).
wood Aces; (Hants) v. Gem Pirates

Eagles (Devon) w.

Ring-

(Dorset). Shirehampton  Tigers
(Gloucesters) v. Drayton Vampires
(Oxford).- Bye: Fisherton Flyers
(Wiltshire). Kirby Kings (Leices-
ter) v. Tunstall (Staffs).. Duston
Devils (Northants) V. Roland
Rockets (Warks).

Corlton Aces (Lancs) v. Cheadle
Hulme Rangers (Cheshire). Grange
Leopards (Y’orks) v. Newecastle

Diamonds (Durham & Northumber-~
land).

Mr. Sonnex of the News Chronicle
told Amateur Cycle Speedway that
the final will be held in London at
a specially selected track, not known
at the time of writing. Expenses
will be paid for the two finalists
including two reserves and two offi-
cials of each club. There are Badges
for the four divisional area winners,
Diplomas for the divisional area
and county winning clubs, and of
course, a handsome Trophy

Mr. Sonnex, as joint Hon. Sec. of
N.A.C.S.A. is in urgent need of a
minutes sec. to attend a meeting in
London once a month. Any readers
from the London area are advised
to contact Mr. Sonnex at 70 North-
field Rd.,, Enfield, Middx. (CENtral
5000).
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@® Why is it, after five years of progress, we

have very few-stewards who - know their job.? It is
a serious situation, and I put it down to the fact
that they don’t bother to study the mules and regu-
lations governing a cycle speedway meeting. Oh
ves, there are plenty of regulations knocking around
somewhere, but I can’t understand why anybody
hasn’t collated them together in simple, straight-

forward reading.

In this and following articles, I intend to give
you, as thoroughly as is possible, the regulations
which govern every official who attends a meeting.
And, in view of his being the most important man

of a meeting, 1 will start with the STEW ARD.

DUTIES OF A STEWARD

The Steward of a meeting shall
in no way be responsible for the
organisation of a meeting, and shall
not have any executive duties in
connection therewith, other than are
specifically required in the below
regulations.

(1) The Steward of a meeting
shall have supreme control of the
carrying out of a meeting and shall
have the duty of enforcing these
regulations,

(2) The Steward shall not
permit, without the consent of the
Control Board, any person to be
with him in the centre of the track,
other than officials. He shall not
allow anybody to approach him
without his express permission
during the meeting.

(3) He shall prohibit a rider or
cycle from competing whom or
which he considers is or might be
a source of danger. He generally
shall have regard for public safety.

(4) Any protest arising out of
a meeting shall be made to the
steward after a heat by either a
Clerk of the Course or Team Mana-
ger and shall be accepted or
rejected as he may determine. If the
Steward accepts a protest he shall
whenever possible give judgement
thereon forthwith. He " may, in
exceptional cases, refer the protest
for settlement by the Control Board.

(5) A Steward may exclude any
rider from a race or races or for the
remainder of the meeting, or exclude
an official whom he may find
ineligible to take part therein or
whom he may consider guilty of
behavior or unfair practise, He may
also order the removal from the
track and its enclosures of any rider,
official or other person who refuses
to obey his order, or the order of
any senior official.

(6) A Steward shall pay due
regard to the fact that where a rider
or riders have bzen penalised, and in
théir opinion the penalty "has not
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been merited, they are entitled to a
reasonable and courteous explana-
tion, provided that they have
approached the Steward in a proper
manner and at a proper time,

(7) A Steward may, in cases of
unavoidable necessity, or for urgent
reason; of safety, postpone, stop or
cause to be abandoned, a meeting

or part thereof, but only after
consultation, where possible, with
the Clerk of the Course.

(8) A Steward should, within

twenty four hours after the close of
a meeting, sign and send to the
Control Board a report, giving the

Compiled by ROY BULLET
THIS MONTH:

DUTIES OF A STEWARD

results of a meeting, together with
particulars of any protests lodged
or of any warnings given or
exclusions made, of any late start
or delay, and of any other matter
in his opinion should be reported.

(9) A Steward should be easily
distinguishable from other officials
who occupy centre of track posi-
tions. If possible he should wear a
white coat and/or an arm band
with appropriate wording.

(10) A Steward should mnot
officiate at a meeting where, in his
own opinion, he fezls he would be
biased in decisions. That is, at a
friend’s track or in which a friend’s
team participates, or ‘under = any
other similar circumstances, He
should be quite neutral, his. only
interests being to see that all riders
get fair play and that the meeting
is run off according to the above
regulations,

USEFUL TIPS

There you have the ten pain
points a Steward should memorise.
They, as it were, are the skeleton
upon which he must build a body.
You will gather now from the above,
that the Steward is in. complete
charge of everything that goes on at

And is little he

there
cannot do. However, there is indeed
a lot he should do.

a meeting.

He should have a good knowledge
of the track he is to officiate at,
which means he should arrive at
least half an hour before the start
of thz meeting. Then a general
inspection of the track should be

made. For initance he should have
with him the minimum and maxi-
mum widths of tracks in his area

and see that the track is provided
with continuous safety fences or
ropes, suitable and sufficient for the
protection of the public and of the
riders,

Once he is statisfied of the track’s
condition, his difficult task i; just
beginning. For instance, he should
know all about Starting in Racing,
a subject which 1 will deal with fully
next month,

He must be quick in his decisions
and adhere to them no matter what
opinion the bulk of the crowd have.
I[f he spots the crowd becoming a
little unruly over one -of his
decisions, 1 think it would pay him
to interrupt the next heat and
explain things over the loud speaker,
or in;truct the announcer to do so.

One other point. He should not
speak to the riders at the tapes,
unless of course to exclude or
correct them.

I often hear Stewards say: “ You
are now under starters orders.”
When a rider’s front hub is over the
starting line he is immediately under
the starter's orders and should not
be told so.

LOOK !

EA RLS Barton Speedway Stadium,

(Northants) have ground " on
which any team may build a cycle
speedway track. - Gravel, sand,
water, tools and transport are on
the spot. All teams interested, please
write to Graham Payne, Amateur
Cycle Speedway, 15 Locket Road,
Wealdstone, Middlesex for further
details  and instructians, :




READ OF THE ARMY CAMP WHERE THE

ATTERICK is rather a quiet

place, .nothing much happens
here. Twice a month several hun-
dred troops move in and out, which
as you will no doubt agree, is
nothing to put out the flags for.
However, things have changed, and
the local yokels have been startled
by a new innovation—yes, cycle
speedway.

It all began one bright April day,
when in the daily orders of the Ist
Training Regiment, Royal Signals,
appeared a notice asking for ex-
riders and ex-officials to come
forward to help start a unit cycle
speedway club. This appeal resulted
in our “terrible twins” Ron and
Pete Tarrant of Warwick “Lions,”
Eric Ashley of Norwich, Bob Devine
of Glasgow Charing Cross “ Ran-
gers,” and team manager-to-be
Duncan Casson getting their heads
together and making plans for the
future. Things started moving, and,
helped by their sympathetic Squad-
ron Sergeant-Major Tyers (yes,
there are kind hearted ones!) a site
for a track was found within the
unit lines. A week saw the outline
of the track dug out of the virgin
turf, and with the aid of the Royal
Engineers and their mechanical
roller, and, by devious means,
obtaining cinders from the Regimen-
tal boiler-houses, the surface and
the tarmac starting area was laid.

Meanwhile, in the .unit mainten-
ance workshops, an electrically
operated starting gate was under
construction, the brain child of
Signalman Tom Johnson. He and
his merry men worked overtime to
complete the gate for the . first
meeting, which was held on the 1st
of July, 1950.

For this meeting we challenged
the New Brough Park “ Eagles” of
Newcastle, and what a match that
proved to be. Our ranks had by
this time considerably swollen with
the addition of Doug Wotton of
Bristol  Whitby  “Lions,” Ron
Snelling of Beckton “Aces” and
Ray Pollard of Ruskin “Flyers.”

The great day arrived, and with
half an hour to spare all prepara-
tions were completed. The track was
duly opened by our Commanding
Officer, Lt.-Col.- M. G. A. Hepper
The programme sellers were des-
patched at 620 p.m., armed with
200 programmes, to. return at 6.22
asking if there were any more. The
steward, Mr. E. W. Hodgson of
Newcastle, gave the “All Set” signal
—and the tapes were up on the first
official Army Cycle Speedway
Meeting,

SERJEANT
YELLS ‘UP
THE LIONSY

Surprisingly. enough, our team,
the Catterick “Lions,” defeated the

“Eagles” 56-40. Our Armoured
Corps friend, Doug Wotton (that
name seem familiar!) scored a

faultless maximum of 15 points, our
skipper, Ron Tarrant, collected 13,

Pete Tarrant and Ray Pollard each

gained 10, Ron Snelling 8, and Bob
Devine 5. For the “Eagles” their
captain, Ernie Hodgson, scored 11
points each, Arch Cooper 8, Jack
Hiscock 5, Derek Barras and Derek
Alder 4 each, Billy Miller and Bill
Harvey 3 each, and Norman Carney
2. Eric Ashley and new rider Doug
Bowman for the “Lions,” although
failing to score a single point, had
the crowd of over 500 who turned

up to watch, on their toes several

. times with flashes of brilliance. Both

riders were hampered by poor équip-
ment, ‘otherwise the score might
have altered in the “Lions’” favour.

Our plans for the future? Firstly
to promote an inter-unit League in
Catterick, secondly to have many
more challenge matches with civilian
teams, and to tour Scotland and the
South, thirdly, and I consider this
most important, to have cycle speed-
way recognised by the Army Sports
Authorities as a sport in its own'
right.

Finally, T should like to announce
that there is an open invitation to
any team to come to our 76-yard,
red cinder, cycle speedway. . We
promise you good racing, a good
time, and, at the same time, allow
you riders who have yet to be called
up to have an insight into this Army
life, which you may be dreading.
Details from our Secretary please,
Sigmn. R. G. Devine, Cycle Speed-
way Committee, 1st Trg. Regt,
Royal Signals, Catterick Camp,

Yorkshire.

BOB GARLAND.
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Calls himself a
steward ?~—Pity he’s
not as bright and fresh
as my Robbialac
painted speedbike,

ROBBIALAC

Synthetic Fomirh

% Paint éour cycles in team colours—many colours available in } pint and } pint tins,

from Cycle Dealers, Stores, etc.
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Our ac¢é photographer, Henry Messum, brings
you a grand new page of his photos taken at the
opening of Bermondsey Greyhound’s (London) new
track. (ToP left) Mayoress Miss Greenwood chats
with Captain P, Grove. (Top right) The new track,
(Middle left) P.Grove takes Managers wife for a ride.
(M'ddle right) Mayoress opens the track. (Bottom
left) The proud Greyhounds. (Bottom right) J. Green

in action




HE 1951 Festival of Britajn has
given a bus driver big ideas. He
is Mr, Salt, president of the High-
field Cobras from Peterfield and he
wants to stage a gala match with a
Jattersea team for the Exhibition.
He has chosen Battersea for its
close -connection with- the Festival.
The Cobras have than 50
riders on t heir books and, if
Jattersea wish it, are willing to
arrange representative  matches.
What about it Battersea?

more

.WANSTEAD-\Voodford Council

are worried. It seems that
members of the West Essex League
ride through the Borough on brake-
less cycles. They have asked the
League to ban such riders and
sugested that all machines should
b= inspected prior to a match and
owners of good condition cycles be
given a badge to allow them to take
part in theraces. The Council is
willing to pay for the badge and
other expens2s involved.

BUILT TRACK: ONLY ONE SHILLING LEFT

ASSERS-BY in Abbey Street
(S.E. London) would not recog-
nise the old bombed site that used
to be there. It is now a fine, up-
to-date cycle speedway track, home
of the Bermondsey Greyhounds,

write; HENRY MESSUM. Whose

photos are on page 0).

It was opened last month by
Councillor Mis; Greenwood Mayor-
ess of Bermondsey, before a crowd
estimated at over 850. Gay with
buntings and centre flower beds,

this track of the Greyhounds, should
stir other local bodies into action in
the interests of their youthful

—

enthusiasts.

In reply to the speech of welcome
give her, Miss Greenwood stated
how gratified the Council must be
to sce the result of hard work
into such effect.

The cost of building reduced the
Greyhounds’ funds to the proverbial
shilling and an appeal was made to
the large crowd which resulted in
£3 4s. being collected which was
immediately placed in the “Kitty.”

The opening match was against
the Cardinal Monarchs for the
Lewis Trophy, put up by Mr. Lewis
the club's old secretary. Grey-
hounds won it by 57-39.

Sponsored By The

WOLVESWERE WISE

NE thousand five hundred people

saw a team of speedway riders,
captained by Bristol's Roger Wise
lose  to Wiltshire’'s Highworth
Wolves at Highworth recently, The
score was 069-51. And after the
first six heats, the Wolve: were
handicapped at ‘starts because of
their giant lead of 27-9. '

Roger Wise's team consisted’ of
Mick Callahan, Dick Bradley, Chris
Boss, Bristol Speedway riders. Bob
Jones, Tom Wilson from Swingon
Speedway and Jock Brown, GIiff
Hazell, Walt Legg, IFfrank Sparks
and Jim Smith all grass trackers.
Dick Bradley put up the fastest
time of the day.

The Spezdway riders were out to
win at all costs. In one heat, two of
the Highworth Wolves found their
wheels tied together, very strongly,
with rope. A crowd was attracted
and the collection came to £13 9s, 6d.

Roger Wise presented the Wolves
with a Phillips Speedtrack (given
by Highworth Motor Cycle Club)
for the work the lads had put into
their grass surface track.

. e e e e e e

THE BIGGEST
CYCLE SPEEDWAY MEETING

EVER ORGANISED WILL BE HELD AT
EMPRESS

THURSDAY OCTOBER, 26th.

HALL

NEWS CHRONICLE

WATCH THE COLUMMS OF THE ‘“NEWS CHRONICLE” AND
AMATEUR CYCLE SPEEDWAY [FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

i
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Oxford

Mr. Bickerton,

Bickerton was

T. Yeats and Y.
Tidmarsh (Vam-
pires) being pre-
sented with their
cup for winning
Best Pairs match.

Pirates Are A Gem Team

IN winning the county final of the News Chronicle Trophy, Gem Pirates
proved themselves to be one of the strongest combinations in the

country.

were disqualified for touching the tapes
notched a 15 point maximum and J. Gale Scored 10.
(Pirates) figured in the race of the day.
never |

R. Bunter

and
he took

track
Then

bended
him.

sharp

touched his

The beat Rossmore Tigers 54-40).

In this match eight Pirates
(in Dorset it's one touch and out).
Bennett
He rode round an opponent on a

hairman of the Oxford Amateur Cycle Speedway

- Teams Gain

Help From Youth Ass.

OXFORD ar making big strides in the setting up of the
sport on a firm basis, writes W. A. LINES.

W. Davis, manager of the Drayton Vampires approached

secretary of

Associations with a view to forming a league.

Mr.

the Oxfordshire Youth

Mr.

most co-operative and is at present
/ ( i League

which consists of eight teams.
Many applications have  been

received from others to join next -
season.

Many Best Pairs competitions
have been staged in this area. The
Pressed Steel Sports run recently
included a thrilling Best Pairs match
with Alan Packham and R. Hall
(Bakerville Hounds) finishing the
top-scoring pair.

In a recent round of the News
Chronicle Trophy, Drayton Vam-
pires dead heated with Stadhampton
Streaks 48-48 in one of the best
matches of the competition.

opponent wide and let in his team |

mate for a neat 5-1 win.

In the Poole Speedway Cup, Gem |

Pirates are going great guns. They
defeated, home and away, the
Wareham team 56-28 and 48-36. P.
Bennett and J. Gale scored |
maximums in both legs.

PaWeah)® "L iP,
Gem:, Pirates .A' = 9.-. 0" "— 18
Gem. Pirates. B. <9+ 6. —i¢ 3..12
Parkstone A ..... 8 6 — 2 "12
Rossmore olet 8y it L 8
Wareham $he 14190 A ESHS5. N8
Ringwood | A ... D4 — . -5...8
Parkstone B... 9 1 — 8 2
Ringwood B ot i Oxii8 b w1 L 2

Warehame became the first team
to win on the Gem Pirates’ track
when they beat the B team. They
are only the second to do so since
the start of last season. Gem
Pirates A team, when they had
scored 40 points in their match
against Rossmore completed a 1,000
race points for the season. Con-
gratulations must be offered to

BOUQUETS. To Bill shutlet for

stewarding four matches in one day. -

To Harry Weldon on a reserves’

maximum in his debut for Gem
Pirates A team.
BRICKBATS. To Parkstone A

who walked off from their match
against Ringwood when they_ still
had a chance to win. To the local
affiliated club who are paying their

Special tests for Norfolk

by WOG VICKERS

ATEST idea in Norfolk is the

arranging of a series of Norwich
v. Norfolk test matches. Norfolk
consisting of all teams other than
those in Norwich. In this way, by
the end of the Summer it should be
possible to select a full county
representative side as strong as any
in the country.

The first match of the series was
held at Helhoughton recently, and
resulted in a win for Norwich 813-
384. Norfolk lads were too slow
from the gate, but did manage to
show us something on the straights.
Flood and Platford were grand for
Norwich, gaining 5-1 wins in all but
one of their races. Dick Speppings
made a great effort and separated
the pair, i

B. Cooper rode hard and headed
the Norfolk scorers with 9. Dick
Seppings could have equalled this
but for a white line infringement
when when well out in front.
Scorers: NORWICH : M. Flodd 16,
C. Claxton 16, B. Platford 13, T.
Hayden 10, H. Dearings 9%, R.
Rick 9, D. Wells 5 T. Eaglin 5.
NORFOLK : B. Cooper 9, J. Secker
7, R. Stearman 6%, D. Seppings 6,

riders 6d. per point on the quiet! | A. Clarke 4, C. Mack, S. Yallop

and W. Gray 2 each.

The News Chronicle Trophy has
produced keen racing in Norfolk.
With 26 teams from here, it has
taken 6 rounds to find the county
winners. But at the time of writing,
I don’t know who the lucky lads
are. The Third Round match
between Tuddenham and Red Devils
was re-run twice before the Devils
withdrew in protest against the
state of the track. Tuddenham were
awarded the match.

The Norwich League programme
is going well. Curious, but both
Hellesdon Hammers and Hethersett
Hornets have Sscored more race
points than the leaders, Earlham
Eagles! At the other end, Costessy
have improved and should go above
Mile Cross who are newcomers
having taken over from Saxlingham

Stars. Latest positions :—

PW DL F APts
Earlham Eagles 18 15 1 2 847 658 31
Hethersett H, ... 18 13 — 5 848 658 26
Hellesdon H. .. 18 12 1 5 865 640 25
Seeting Stars .. 17 9 1 7 725 699 19
Hellesdon L, .. 16 7 — 9 673 660 14
Red Devils oo 17 5§ — 12 551% 7693 10
Mile Cross o 18 3 i1 14 596 912-.+7
Costessey o 16 3 ~— 13 5643 7734 6

Hellesdon Hammers recently paid
a visit to Dagenham and lost to
Wantz Wallabies 54-51. Highest
point scorer of the match was
Hammers' captain, T. Blyth with 13,
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UR new “No foot over the white

line” ruling which T told you
of last month, is creating faster,
more exciting and far more interest-
ing matches. Riders find themselves
u:ing the track more. Before the
ruling came into operation, riders
used to ride behind one another,
waiting for someone to drift wide
and leave a gap to dash through.
Now, riders are overtaking on the
outside and are using their brains
as well as their feet, writes LEN
STATON.

The match between Newcastle and
Stoke Stars proved this. In ten of
the fourteen heats, the steward
wished he had a photo finish camera.
Newcastle won the match 44-38
thus bringing the Stars record of
twenty one unbeaten matches to a

NEW RULING: STEWARD»S.
CRY FOR PHOTO - FINISH

close.

The need for council tracks is
hecoming desperate. Three teams
here will have to leave their present
site to make way for football
pitches. Cobridge have already been

moved off their track and Stoke
Stars were told to go but have
since found another site.

A sudden decline in form- has

lowered Baddeley Green from their
second position. This team were
most consistent and were originally
unbeaten at home for quite a run.
For some unknown reason they lost

HALIFAX TEAMS

IN a blaze of sunshine and
pageantry the Halifax, Brig-
house and District Cycle League

took part in the Brighouse Safety

First Week Parade last month,
writes D. SMITH. George Elrick,
well known dance band vocalist,

made an appearance at Wellholme
Park where the judging of the
procession was carried out,

The League was led by five year
old Barry Hendry (Baliffe Bridge
Dragons’ Mascot) and he wore full
speedway kit and rode a miniature
cycle. Riders and officials all wore
white overalls and their cycles were
newly sprayved silver. They won the
Reeve Cup for 12 months for their
smart turn out,

At a recent Control Board meet-

ing, Miss M. Austin, a company
director, was appointed League
President and Councillor Conway,
Chairman of the Queensbury and

Shelf Road Safety Committee, was
elected to the Board.
22 FOR TEA

Halifax Cobras rented a piece of
oround at Mytholme and have made
a new track there, complete with
safety fence. Adjoining the track is
a repair garage and club room where

IN PARADE

Cobras’ most  impressive  is
“Buster” Sutcliffe who holds the
official track record of 39 secs. The
best team riders are Prestley and
R. Heindle. Mr. W. W. Leese of
Hipperholme takes great interest in
the team -and uses his motor lorry to
transport the riders and cycles to

away matches. The Cobras have
over 30 riders on their books.
Most important match (Lucas

Trophy) of the season was held at
Balliffe Bridge last month, when

Baliffe Bridge Dragons beat Cross
Road Panthers 44-39. The Dragons
have a match in hand of .the

majority of the teams and on past
form have the best chance of win-
ning the Luca; Trophy. The
Dragons have won thirtesn matches
in a row.

Mr. Eric Greenwood’'s report in
Amateur Cycle Speedway dated
June—July is incorrect. He stated

that our teams loaned riders to one
another for important matches. One
of our rules is that no loaning of
riders between teams will be allowed
under any circumstances. No team
consists of 60 riders, but we have
one club with about 60 riders on
their books and they are split up
into three teams. All get a chance
to ride in the League team, too.

this fine record to Cobridge, who
have been putting up a very poor
away showing. Ken Holdcroft
(Stoke Stars) was our first official
Match Race Champion but has
decided to retire from racing. The
Control Board, therefore, has
appointed two more contestants for
the title. They are Ron Harding
(Sneyd Green) and A, Rowe (Abbey
Hulton).

BINLEY BEES
STING HARD

HE Coventry & District Board

staged the first round of the
Bob Fletcher Trophy, open to all
riders on  Championship lines,

write; F. COOPER. Binley Bees
had 10 entries, and on neutral tracks,
7 qualified for round two. Gordon
“Smiler” Bates, who had not been
showing his best form recently,
roared back into the headlines in
this Trophy. He scored a grand
maximum and lowered the Finham
track record three times to 54.4 secs.

Chief point scorers: D. Knight,
P. Reason, G. Bates 15 each, S.
Bosworth 14, D. Davies 13, D.
Savage 10, A. Keen 9, P. Rea on is
th= brother of Coventry speedway
rider Johnny.

The Bees are enjoying a good
season in Div. Il and are so far
unbeaten at home. This is mainly

due to the consistency of skipper
Don Davies whose points average is
10.3. Ron Savage came into the
team from the Junior Bees and
showed great promise, he holds a
regular position now and is all set
for his first maximum.

The Bees were unlucky in the
third round of the News Chronicle
Trophy dead heating with Roland
Rockets at home and losing by 15
points  away. They are now
concentrating on the League title.”

Mrs. Sutcliffe prepairs tea and
biicuits at every meeting.
NV
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COTLAND is  rejoicing this month. At long last a
represertative team has, been successful in a “foreign”
tour. Don't.worry,”we've already put the flags out and marked
the chalk up, all that's left for nie to do is to give you a
thorough survey of how “we pulled. it off;” writes BARRY

SHAPLEY.

Here are Glasgow’s full results :—

*Sanday, July 2. Seddlescombe Saints 50. (S. Larkin 12);
Trophy winner: Jim Shields

Glasgow Tourists .34 (Shields 9).
(Glasgow).
Monday, July 3.

12, Shapley - 11, Shields 8). Trophy winner: G. Woods
(Icklesham).
Tuesday, July 4. Hollington

Hammers 40 (T. Harris 9) ; (‘-]asgnw
Tourists 43 (Ritchie 11, McBride
and Shapley 9 each, Shields 8).

Wednesday, July 5. Hastings
Test Team 48; Scottish Test Team
59 (Ritchie 15, Newburn 14, Hender-
son 11).

Thursday, July 6. Seddlescombe
League Scléct 46; Scotish Test
Team 59 (McGrath 16, Ritchie 12,
McBride 14).

Fridey, Ju'y 7. Sussex Select 42;
Scottish Test Team 65 (Ritchie 18,
Shapley 15, McGrath 11).

Friday, July 7. Icklesham Hawks
46; Scotland 2nd Team 38 (Purves
11).

Compare - the above with last
vear’s result of the Southern Eng-
land tour (we never won a match)
and you will see that it was a grand
victory for Scottish cycle speedways.
Jut. the racing wasn't all the story.
I kept a day-by-day diary of the
week, with the accent on Glasgow.

Friday, June 31. Our bus was
loaded and ready for the 7.30 p.m.
departure, when a major catastrophe
occurred. Bill Ritchie was missing!
The bus waited until 8.30, then left

Happy holiday makers at Rye.

Rye Aces 40; Glasgow Tourists 42‘(l(itchic

SCOTS WERE VICTORS IN

without him. Our hopes seemed
domed as red-headed Bill was our
mainstay. However, the dance at
which we were guests in Edinburgh,
had until 12 o'clock before the two
contingent; “left for Hastings. So
there was a chance that Bill might
make it.

The presentation by Edinburgh
speedway star Bob Mark, of the
test colours to the 20 selected riders
was carried out minus the captain.
At 11.56 p.m. a figure strode in
through the doors. A hush fell over
the hall. Was it ... could it be ... ?
Yes, it was Bill, and he had made it
just in time. Results go to show
that we would have been lost with-
out him,

He told us afterwards that he had
forgotten his kit and had gone home
for it. Seeing the bus gone, he
followed by train. At midnight,
with the huge crowd still cheering,
we prepared for sleep.

The bus made
p.m. where Mr.

Saturday, July 1.
Hastings at 8

i ]

In this photo you see Rye Beauty Queen
(Cenire), B. Shapley (Top Left), B. Ritchie (Right on cycle) and Rye Aces
and Scots Tourists, : :

Hylton, a Board official, had tea
awaiting. Digs were then allocated
and once again our main thought
was sleep.

Sunday, July 2. Dinner in the
Blue Café, which was to be our
regular eating place, was our next
rendezvous. The rider: were an-
nounced for the first matches and a
tour of Hastings followed. 1,000
saw us lose our first match and the
failure of Ritchie, Cunningham and
myself was offset by “newcomers”
McBride, Jim Shields and Waggett.
The sportsmanship and hospitality
of the Seddlescombe people was as
great as their riding,

.Monday. July 3. A tour of Rye
with a guide, plus a high tea with
the Rye Chamber of Commerce, and
a speech on Rye history by a promi-

nent local historian was all ours
before the evning match. Tonight,
a change in the pairs, with

Cunningham dropped, helped us to
our first win. And by that I do not
mean that we won because Cunning-
ham was dropped! A last heat win
decided this match, and Rye's beauty
Queen (se picture on this page) was
there to present the prizes. Three
Glasgow riders fought into the final
for the Trophy, to be beaten by
guest star, Woods of Icklesham.

Tuesday, July 4. A free day before
the match, we soon found everything
that has speed. Dodgems’ ‘motor
boats and roller skating were our
f:lyouritcs. After some desultory
rain the team again fought to vic-
tory. Mike (Discovery) MecBride
was .the star. We had seven riders
in the semi-finals of the Trophy, and
four in the final. About 1,000 people
turned up.

Wednesday, July 5. Rain kept us
from the sea, but we were ready for
the firit Scottish test match. We
met Hastings Select” and when we



WAS right in my

forecast. We defeated
the Sussex lads in a
manner which left no
rom for doubt, writes
JACK CULLEN. Here
is a quick survey of
what happened to the
Edinburgh tourists.

IASTINGS TOUR

arrived at Siddeley track, we were

doubtful of the outcome. It was
at Bexhill-on-Sea, but I think it
would be more appropriate if

Bexhill IN sea. But we won again,
chiefly through the grand riding of
Bill Ritchie, who after a disqualifi-
cation, was unbeaten. Danny
McGrath and myself were replaced
by reserves but were at a loss on
this muddiest of muddy tra ks.

Thursday, July 6. Rain, rain, and

more rain. It never rains but it
pours. Gee, what a life. Bill
Thomson, our manager, tried to

cancel the night’s match, but no go.
There would not have been time,
so we went to Staplecross. This
was worth a try, for a long suicide
bended track was just our type.
Though Bill Ritchie wasn’t too
happy, we pulled off another win.
Danny McGrath notched a maxi-
mum and Mike McBride scored a
fighting 14, After the match, tea in
the church hall.

Friday, July 7. Last day of the
week and the first signs of packing
were seen. Presents for home
souvenirs were being bought whole-
sale. (That is, the people who had
any money left!) We learned that
in addition to the Sussex v. Scotland
match a Scotland (2nd Team) v.
Icklesham had been arranged.

We travelled to the Battle track
for what turned out to be our
toughest match. And on the fastest
most exciting, most perfect cycle
speedway track I have seen. And
we pulled it off again! The star
of the match was Ritchie (him
again!) who was unbeaten with 18.
He equalled the track record with
Tom Harris (Hollington). I man-
aged to go unbeaten too, and Ian
Henderson, Danny McGrath and
Doug Anderson were all grand as
welll - ’

‘Scotland v. Hastings.

Saturday, arrived in Hastings and .

were billeted. Sunday, we were
guests of midget motor racing com-
pany at. Arlington, and in the
evening we beat Hellingly Lions,
whilst Seddlescombe beat Glasgow.
Monday, we lost to Baldslow
Boomerangs. Tuesday, received by
Mayor of Hastings and shown over
the famous caves. That evening
beat Southill Swifts at Rock-A-Nore
track. Wednesday, first Test Match,
Scotland won.

Thursday, second Test Match,
Scotland v. Seddlescombe : another
Scottish victory,  Friday, Third

Test Match, Scotland v. Sussex. A
huge crowd saw our lads trounce
the Southerners for the third time
in three succzssive days.

We were all very impressed by
the organisation at the tracks, and
some varied tracks they weére too.
Clay, earth, cinder and cinder and

shingle mixed. I was amazed at
the reception we had at Rye.
Representatives of the Control

Board and the Chamber of Com-
merce were there to meet us, and
an efficient guide who showed us
the ancient town. Then a well
known historian gave us a well
enjoyed lecture on the history of
Rye, dating back to the 10th cen-
tury. After this we were enter-
tained to tea by the Chamber of
Commerce and had the Mayor of
Rye at the head of the table. This,
in my opinion, was the highlight of
the tour.

On Tuseday morning we were
received by the Mayor of Hastings
and arrangements were made to

visit the St. Clements caves.

Being of a frank nature, I wish
to make one or two criticisms.
Firstly, I think the officials of the
Hastings Board are overworked and
do not get the assistance and full
co-operation of adults which you
find in other districts. Secondly, I
think some of the tracks chosen for
Test matches were too out of the
way and therefore did not draw the
gate which might have been done so
at more popular tracks, Finally, the
Test Matches were not properly
advertised in Hastings, which, 1
think, was a big mistake.

Now bouquets. Riders in Spssex
are the finest bunch of sportsmen
anyone could wish to meet, on or

| All Riders Had a

Grand Week

off the track. The officials and staff
at tracks were grand, and, wonder
of wonders, I actually heard ouf
riders praising some of the stewards

and some of the English riders
praising Mr. Killop, our steward.
We have been invited to tour

Hastings again during the Festival
of Britain and I feel sure we will be
accepting.

We had a grand week and met
fine people, not forgetting John
Hale and Mr. and Mrs. Howes of
the Blue café where we eat. Thank
you Hastings and Rye, thanks a
million.

A special word of praise for our
manager, Mr. Bill Thomson, is not
out of place. Every victory was a
triumph of good team management
and I can speak with authority a; I
was manager of the touring team
which suffered such a crushing
defeat at the hands of London and
Southend last year. I am sure all
riders will agree with me.

Postscript, I hear that Miss Pat
Taylor (London and Home Countics
Secretary) and Graham Payne
(Amateur Cycle Speedway) visited
Hastings during our tour, but I had
not the pleasure of meeting them. 1
am sorry, the loss is all mine.

TOOTS

@ Ruchill Pirates have a proud

record. To have Glasgow and Scot-
land’s most consistent scorer in the
tour plus three trophies (Jim Shields
2, Alan Paterson 1) is a good
performance.
__® On Wednesday of the tour, Bill
Thomson, Scotish manager, was in
a pretty mess. Jim Shields had to
report for duty as his first army
camp the next day! A lhurried
phone call by Jack Cullen soon
sct]cd' things with the Commander
and Jim’s “leave” was extended a
fortnight. Jim was presented with
a pla.quc by the riders '“in
memoriam.”

® Wallyford Aces have fielded a
new team and have kicked off Jate
in the Edinburgh League by winning
three matches off the rcel. New
skipper is young Arthur Higgins,
son of Control Board treasurer, but
clected captain by popular consent
of the team. There js good hope of
a new trophy being presented to the
Aces to be khown as the Wallyford
Stadium trophy. -~ It <'will be* an
Annual competition.



HANWORTH RACERS LOSE
TRACK OVER RATE DISPUTE

gUl’l‘()l\"l‘lilx’S of Hounslow’s Hanworth Racers find it hard to get used
LY to the idea of going to the pictures or staying indoors on Sunday

afternoons,

They had accustomed themselves to drop in at the Racers,

raodern track near Hounslow Heath; but it is deserted each week now
and the Racers have been forced to disband.

Three months ago, Norman Lewis, .Racers’ manager, received a

letter

from the Rating Officer informing him they were proposing rating the track
and they enclosed the proposal form which Mr. Lewis had to complete.
He also added an objection. Later, Mr. Lewis received notice that his track
would be rated, and at the impossible figure of £43 per year.

OUR COVER
STORY

In one of the hardest battles of
the wyear, Warwick Lions beat
Peckham Stars 60-35 in the London
semi-final of the News Chronicle
Cup. It was unfortunate that the
men present for the keeness of the
Lions had St. John'’s Ambulance
match resulted in  many riders
collapsing after strenuous heats.

Warwick Lion; now meet Tooting
Tigers in the
again at home.

London final,  and

Naturally he appealed against it,
but lost his case at a Twickenham
Court. But he is not down and out
yvet. He has appealed to the Lands
Tribunal in London and is waiting
for the next move.

(TAX TOO!)

Meanwhile, the Racers have dis-
banded, which means the three
vear; of hard work they hav> put
in has gone to waste. On top of
this, Mr. Lewis has received an
income tax assessment form on
which the club must state every
penny spent and earned. What
next!

Hanworth’s track

chairman’s daughter.

Flashback to the opening of
last yerr.
Freddy Perrin receives the Han-
worth Opening Cup from team

AN NSNS NSNS SN NSNS

~ Eagles are

LET me be the first to congratu-
late the Scots Tourists on their
fine performances here. Ten
matches and only three defeats is a

good record, and the three main
matches all went to them. Su;sex
officials send thejr heartiest con-

grats. and it is to be hoped that the
tourists will return, in the not so
distant future, to the scene of their
“crime,” writes STAN BURTON.

Plans are under way for the
sending of a Sussex team over the
border. Hundreds of riders have
applied. In our county final of the
News Chronicle Trophy, Ridge
Eagles have proved themselves to
be Sussex’s team of the year. They
have reached also the semi-finals
of our Battle of Britain Challenge
Trophy and are well in the running
for the league title. They have six
riders in the final of the Hastings
Individual Championship and Eagle
B. Phillips is the present holder of
the One Lap Championship. Added
to this is their great victory over
Kent's infallable Cray Tigers by
49-35.

MIXED BOX

Challenge matches are in the
news. Rock - A - Nore defeated
Bermondsey  Grevhounds 48 - 39)
whilst Langham Lions fell to Shirley

Bombers.  During August Holiday
weall  known teams  will  visit
Hhastings.  Among them, Stone-
henge Streaks, Shirely Bombers,
Gem  Pirates, Dagenham Aces,
Peckham Stars, Ruskin Flyers,
Kingsbury Lions and possibly

Tottenham Boomerangs.

The Third Hastings—Sedlescombe
Inter-League match at Sidley was a
farce. Hastings were weakened by
the abence of P. Sellens and T.

HOOLIGANS DIG
UP TRACKS

Cycle speedway in Leicester has
now obtained a firm footing and the

application from many new teams
has made it necessary to form a
second division. There are now 20

teams.

Leading the First Div. at present
are the Blackbird Monarths who are
as yet, unbeaten and only Kirby
King; (fourth) have held them to a
draw. Anstey Pirates are top of
Div. 11 having lost one of their six
matches. There has been a certain
amount of hooliganism in Leicester
and the Brookfield Rockets’ track
has been dug up. Other tracks
have suffered but to a lesser degree.

Fletcher (West End Cyclones)
won the Captains Shield, who scored
14 points,




flying high

Harris, but Sedlescombe fielded a
scratch side uncapable of holding
their own. Hastings ran out the
winners 79-29. It is a pity that
Control Boards in the country do
not field their strongest teams in
these important matches. New-
comers are often attracted to the
sport when they see an extra
special representative match adver-
to be a travesty of the sport, as
witnessed at Sidley, then the sport
suffers more harm.

SUFFERING SAINTS

With five more matches to ride in
the Sedlescombe League, the Saints
are being hard pressed by a vastly
improved Rye Aces. The Saints
suffered their first defeat at the
hands of Icklesham Viking recently.
At the other end of the Table, a
battle royal is on to see who will

win the honour of holding the
wooden spoon. Leading figures for
this honour are Westfield, Battle
and Peasmarsh.

At the August meeting of the
Hastings Board, decided that I

would not be seeking re-election at
the next Annual General Meeting
as chairman which I have been since
the Bozrd's formation. I think the
honour of being chairman should
not be looked upon as a sinecure.
and 1 moved a resolution that in
future a committee member of the
championship winning team of the

League should be offered the
chairmanship.

attention from the Lord’s Day
Observance Society, and questions
have been asked with reference to
their Sunday meetings during
Church going hours in the Local

Rural District Council. The matter

has been taken up by the N.A.C.S.A.

representative in Sussex.

Latest league positions :—
Sedlescombe League::

: BEW TS ST S9P
Sedlescombe S. 9 8 — 1 16
Rye Aces W 7 — 1 14
Northiam 1K, .. 10™uhSE] SEtFli
Icklesham V. ... 11 5 — 6 10
Staplecross S. 9 4 1 4 9
Westfield W. ... 11 3 — 8 6
Battle B. ¥oo 11 3 TR
Peasmarsh P.... 10 3 — 7 6

Hastings League:

P WD B P
East: Tl St 2de sl 4 —: . 6134
Baldslow B. ... 22 17 — 5 34
Ridge E. s 20 S B i |
Hollington H. ... 23 13 — 10 26
Rock-A-Nore R. 20 11 — 9 22
Pansbaty L. ... 20 .9 =1y 105:19
Red Devils ... 20 5 — 15 10
Sidley C. ST . e AR 7 Y
Southern Rly. ... 18 — — 18 0

NotdglR ™ vor . 105 oer. eon Bhngel 1o 1408

* Hewwe YOU
nereared
Your Ovder?

. what for, you say? For your supporters and fans of course! They
want to read about you and others as well, you know. Give them nothing
to complain about and order extra copies to be sold to your crowds.
Appoint your special sellers. You will be amazed at the number who want
them, we know, they write to us. “It’s all right for the riders,” they say.
“\Wliat about us? The mag. is never on sale at our track!” It can be
See

1t managers or secretaries fill and send the form below TQI)/\Y!
Lhow a few extra dozen go, but we must have a regular order after that.

In great demand? However, it’s
riders who do all the ordering, not a
thought for the poor spectator. Fill
in that form and we'll soon remedy
that!

YOuil NEED

ORDER THEM
OISPLAY THEM
SELL THEM

To Circulation Manager
15 Locket Road, Wealdstone Harrow, Middx.

; ; / Your Name...........
[X/ﬁﬂ}: BAGrEsS s v vio'sonans oo
Complete arnd * R e O % o S SR

Please add to my order.. ... . .o

copies of AMATEUR CYCLE SPEEDWAY

commencing with ... .. issue
until further notice.

send in the
" ORPER
CFORM.
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BILL IS OUR
KING AGAIN

LAD with a shock of unruly
red hair will don the imaginary
crown of King of Scottish Cycle

Speedway soon. He is not a pre-
tender to the throne
His name is William “Itma”

Ritchie and he comes from a long
line of maximum scorers, writes
Jarry Shapley. His rights to the
throne were not disputed: Scottish
Champion 1949, captain of the vic-
torious ~ Scottish  touring team.
Highest points scorer in the tour
of Sussex, highest scorer in the
Glasgow versus Edinburge test
series, etc., etc. He is also a fine
artist, off the track, as many of my

BILL

readers will appreciate.

“Itma” (It's that man and maxi-
mum again) has set up a series of
records in Glasgow, which, in my
humble opinion, will taks plenty of
beating let alone equalling. He has
scored so many maximums that he
is seriously thinking of copyrighting
them! If ever a British Match Race
Championship is started, Bill, given
his chance, would be as invincible as
Jack Parker of the motor speed-
ways.

I' have just learned that Ian
Henderson  (Edinburgh) has been
nominated to meet Bill for his
match race title. Oh, yes, T quite
forgot to tell you that Bill is also
the reigning champion. To finish
up with look at Bill's percentage for
his fini:hed races in Sussex: 97.5 per
cent,, i.e.,, 74 out of 81 points.
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"~ POSTMAN’S KNOCK

Post cleared every month by JAMES PRENTICE

FRIEND and I, on a tour of

Devon and Cornwall, stopped
for a night in Exeter. By chance
we met Mr. Harris who invited us
along to see ‘a cycle speedway
match between his team, the Hill-
barton Magpies and Woodbury
Tigers.

First thing that struck us was
the keenness of all ther riders and
the enthusiasm of all concerned with
the meeting. The sturdy riders
went round lap after lap before the
match commenced and were still
going it after it had finished. The
spirit throughout was excellent.

Being of an older generation. it
was pleasing to see such team spirit
these davs when the pres: so often
tells of boys and young men parti-
cipating in anti-social activities.
Although unable to appreciate the
finer points of cycle spzedway. T feel
certain that this sport will be the
breeding ground for our future
speedway stars. In addition, their
determination to win would be a
credit to other champions.

I look forward to watching my
next cycle speedway match in
T.ondon, and in the not too distant
future—who knows, T may be con-
verted into an enthuiast myself!
In conclusion, the electric starting

gate greatlv impressed me and
worked perfectly under the able
management of Mr. Ekstein. The
clerk of the course, Mr. Willcox.

handled the me=ting snlendidly, and
who was busier than Mr. Harris ?

Thank you Exeter for a very
enjoyable and instructive evening.—
Eric L. Armitage, Dudley Close,
Addlestone, Surrey.

(Wishing all Exeter readers the
best of luck and a big thank vou for
gaining the sport another follower.

sy

HELMETS

Re your article “Helmets—we
don’t want ’em”. in vour admirable
June/July issue. A most praise-

worthy and forthright sentiment, by
a rider, who presumably leaves no
doubt as to his future intentions in
this respect.

All teams in the Thames Valley
league—there are 22 of them—are
directed by a very ‘efficient control
board to wear protective helmets at
all times during league racing,
and/or at any meeting organised by
the board. One might say, do the
lads agree to be directed to wear
crash helmets? The answer by a

| clear majority would be amemphatic
NO! The reason however, that
Thames Valley insist upon it is

based on a most elementary precau-
tion. They do not like lads injured
in this sport of ours.

In the first place, an injury—
whether slight or serious—is painful
to the rider concerned, and secondly,
it can be indirectly detrimental to
the popularity of the sport,

Surely it is the most obvious thing
to do to take the most fundamental
precautions and protect the most
sensitive and vulnerable part of the
body—the head. After all, the
wearing of a crash helmet is purely
a constructive action to ensure
against possible injury to the head,
and not, as seems ‘to be a certain
opinion, an elaborate gesture to
“dress the lads up and make ’em
look good.”

No. I really believe that the
wearing of crash helmets during
hard and competitive racing—in

cycle speedway—is a common ense

and practical policy.—V. Leventhaul,

Sunbury Court Rd., Sunbury, Middx.
(Nuff said!—].P.).

ALL FOR ONE

I was surprised, to say the least of
it, on reading the Yorkshire Notes
in your issue dated June/July to
learn of the attitude of the Halifax
League. That in this year of 1950,
after five years of great progress,
they, comparative newcomers to the
sport, should choose to stand aloof
from the greatest thing that has
ever happened to cycle speedway—
the N.A.C.S.A—is disheartening.
Who on earth thought of the brain-
wave in which the score of the
losing team is subtracted from that
of the winners’ to get the league
points ?

The fact that the riders them-
selves voted that out, shows that
they, at least, have the right idea.
Eric Greenwoeod was right when he
said Halifax would be heading for
disaster of they continue in that
fashion.

I do not doubt that those in
control think they are doing the
right thing, but 1 for one, implore

Halifax to follow the lead of the
+ more experienced areas such as
London, Norwich, Glasgow, and

their own neighbours, Bradford, and
join in the National Body to help
make cycle speedway a really worth
while sport.—G. B. Welch, Verdant
Lane, Catford, S.E.6.

(H-'.;u‘, hear. I suggest that all
“outsiders” contact N.A.C.S.A. at

18 Sandringham Gardens, Barking-
side, Essex, and learn something of
the grand organisation, ~which;
incidentally, is not out for your cash,
as some areas think




Council Give Swindon

Teams Tracks In Parks

WINDON'’S General Superinten-
dent: of Parks .has been
instructed to investigate and report
to the Local Parks Committee on
sunitable sites for tracks, writes W.
Jarker. The :port has made such a
rapid increase: in this area that it
has stirred local authorities into
action. Members of the Swindon &
District Cycle Spredway Association
were  granted an interview with
officers 6f the Town Council, which
was so successful that the Gorse
Hill Foxes were granted .the use,
free of chargs, of part of the
Rodbourne Ground for a trial period
of three months.

This is the second council provided
track, earlier-one at Moredon -was
granted” A third application has
INLII received and it is probable that
mor: will follow. Use of recreation
grounds as tracks means that teams

will not be able to lay cinder
surfaces, nevertheless the grass
urfaces -are extremely fast. This

adds to the variety of meztings.
Cinders onc match, maybe grass the
next.

There are now twelve teams in the
Swindon area affiliated to N.A.C.S.A.

Scots at Kent

Aces have been
down from Scotland and were
the guests of the Cray Tigers for 10
days, a full programme was arrangad
and every day they raced a Kent
Team, they were however, not very
successful and lost all their matches.
It was obvious that their racing was
vastly different from the Southern
style, and apart from Ron Braham
the Scots were always trailing.
Cray Tigers visited Hastings and
lost to Ridge Eagles by 12 points.
Vincent of the Tiger; however, won
the Individual Trophy. Cray lost
only to Wembley on their hom?
circuit and have ben the victors of
63 matches. Orpington Eagles are

COTSTOWN

another side who have yet to lose
on their own track, though their
away record is not very good.

Eltham Royals who are lying
second in the League also have an
imposing home record, only the
Tigers have 'beaten them in one
year's racing.

Mottingham Cyclones have now

built up one of the strongest Com-
binations in Kent and if this had
happened ~a little sooner, the
Cyclones would have been in a
challenging -position for the- League
Championship.

.

and more teams are forming. The
District Control Board is doing a
grand job in organising the sport on

a national basis. Affiliated clubs
refuse to ride those not affiliated,
thus, when a new club i; being

contemplated, the organisers contact
the Control Board for advice.

All matches ars controlled by
neutral stewards and the proceeds
of collections is divided into pre-
arranged percentages. In league
matches it is usually 60 per cent.
home team, 25 per cent. visitors, 15
per cent. leaguef unds. In friendly

matches: 50-50 or 75-25. This
arrangement works very well.

In the league, Kingsdown Aces
who are top dogs, were beaten

recently away from home and this
leaves the championship more thril-
ling. Following in this area is
excellent. Most teams get 4-500 and
at the News Chronicle County final

match between Highworth Wolves
and Fisherton Flyers no fewer than
900  spectators; turned up.  The
collection for this match amounted
to more than £8. The Flyers won
this match after a kzen tussle. It
is interesting to note that they were
drawn against Swindon Teams for
three of their rounds, which meant
an 80 mile journey each time.

The sport in the Swindon arza has

been included in many important
functions. Garden Fetes, A.A.A.
Sports, British Legion Fete:, Horse

Shows and Sports and the R.A.F.

have asked the Control Board to
stage a mzeting in connection with
the Battle of Britain week.

When sending in photo-
graphs for publication,
please write name and
address clearly on backs
and enciose s.a.e. if
photos are to be re-
turned.

Me and my Shadow

Grand action shot showing T. Vinter (Ruskin Flyers, London) with his

“ Shadow ” J. Luck. Luck was out of luck in this race, one of the heafs

of the S.E. London Championship, for Vinter won.—Photo, M. Henderson.
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HE “Cobli Special” is a name
you will be most familiar with in
the near future. Tt is the name of
the most up-to-date and smartest
cycle spedway machine I have
seen: brain child of Mr. H. J. Coote,

a South Eait London cycle shop
owner,

The “Cobli Special” has a very

unorthodox appearance, but is,
nevertheless, comfortable and
streamlined with a specially de-

signed, movable saddle which can be
shifted twelve inches forward or
backward to suit every rider. In
fact, the chief advantage of the
“Cobli Special” is that it can be
adjusted in a few moments to satisfy
both tall or short riders.

Having been invited by Mr. Coote
to drop in at his shop and see the
new machine for myself, T can say
that it is a thorough and weil
thought-out job. He built it on his
premises after careful study of
various home-made machines used
at the different London tracks,

[t has a 22in. frame, well rein-
forced, with the top tube in a
straight line from handle bar lug to
back hub, and there are additional
strengthening stays from the seat
tube to the chain stay.

From the handlebar clamp to the
front hub, I noticed Mr. Coote had
welded two supplementary forks,
which, he assured me, would divert
any impact off the front forks up
to the handlebars.

For correct racing and to gener-
ally assist one in broadsiding, he

decided on a thin 26in. x  lin.
Endrick front tyre and a rear
Westwood 26in. x lin., the latter

having plenty of thread for grip.
Mr. Coote also added short steel
mudguards to counteract spray, and
although most areas prohibit their
use, these are short and out of the
way. The half back mudguard is
held in position with an attractive
back stay, giving the effect of a
speedway power machine,

The “Cobli Special” is geared at
44-22, but can be easily changed as
the rider wishes, A quick fit brake
has been added to the back of the
chain whel on the chain stay. It is
easily detachable and is so designed
as to unscrew prior to a race,

£6 FRAME

Mr. Coote told me his machine
retailed around £13 without purchase
tax. But to help riders he is quite
prepared to sell the frame separ-
ately. This would obviously meet
with much approval from ali riders
as. they will probably have sound

Rage 16 ¢

happy Ed,
raham
Payne,
views the
cycle speed-
way mach-
ine with Mr.
Coote, son
of the cycle
shop owner
who desig-
ned it. They
are discus-
sing the
special
shaped
frame,
which  will
soon be
famed on
tracks all
over the
country.

Another special machine

wheels and their own handlebars.

“My estimate of the frame which
has been built by myself on my
premises i; £6,” he told me. “I am
sure most lads will consider that
reasonable.”

So make a note of the “Cobli
Special,”  customers — a grand
machine in pillar box red and lustre
stays—you are bound to hear more
about it.

MY CLIMB

Y Editorial countenance—a sore

sight for eyes—was recognised
twice on my one day trip to
Hasting : last month, when 1 was in
search of the Scottish Tourists,

Firstly. by a group of youngsters,
most unlike cycle speedway riders
and without a trace of Scottish
accent, who furiously waved a paper
before me and yelled: “ We think
you are Lobby Lud and we demand
the guinea prize.” I hated to dis-
appoint them.

Then -a few moments later I was
vigorously thumped on the back,
and, I must admit, was just about to
swing indignantly round and politely
issue: I am NOT Lobby Lud, when
[ found facing me some old pals—
Barry Shapley and Bill Ritchie—
whom, 1 gathered, were just off to
the pictures to see Frankenstein
when they noticed me.

“You gave us quite a shock,” said
Barry. “We thought Frankenstein
was only fictitious.”

It was unfortunate that they chose
that particular afternoon to go to
the pictures, but [ enjoyed a little
chat and was pleased to learn that
this year’s tour was proving more
successful than last. They were at

least, winning some of their
matches!

However, after we bade farewell
and as I could see none of the con-
tingent of Edinburgh tourists, I
decided to force my legs up the
steep East Hill which towered above
the Hastings shore,

Climbing the East Hill was a
tiring task, but the find in store for
me at the top made it worth while.
If you step over the barbed wire
fencing round the edge and stand on
one of the precarious juts of cliff,
you can see all Hastings at once,

And directly below, in the centre
of grounded fishing smacks and
wooden fish huts, I saw a cycle
speedway track. I purposed to get
a closer view and winding away to
my right was a steep, muddy path
at the bottom of which was a con-
crete pillbox. At the expense of
my new suedes I managed to reach
the box, which, to all intents and
purposes, stood out of the cliff on
its own. Inside, I had a fine, shel-
tered view of the track. The best
I've had of any track. I cursed
myself for not bringing my camera.

Judging from the number of
fotprints in the pathway, 1 imagine
many enthusiasts make use of this
precarious, yet natural stadium.

Back at the top, I met a lad
wheling a cycle speedway machine.
He was most obliging. 1 found that
the track I had just seen was that
of the Rock-A-Nore Rockets—a
leading Hasting’s team—and that
further back up the hill was the
home of the East Hill Swifts, Now
there’s a team I should imagine
were always on top, winning or
losing, :

GRAHAME PAYNE




UALITY PRINTING only. Send 24d

stationery and certiﬁca!t:_s. Wal.  Rogers

club
Andrews

for samples and prices of
The Clubman Printer, 7 St,
Crescent, Cardiff. Phone 7529,

EGAL FUND RAISERS. Free offer to
clubs.—Ascot Press, 5 Ingleton  Street,
S.W.9.

BADGES FOR CLUBS, Medals, Pen-
" nants, Cups, Trophies. Send full de-

tails and quantities required to Emblems,

Ltd., 15/19 Kingsway, London, W.C.2.

HIELD SHAPE, sport and club badges.
As supplied Professional clubs. Your

_ colours. Engraved your ‘wording. ‘Sure
Fund raiser. 2 samples 2/9, 15/- dozen.
Ash  Products,  Knodishall, Saxmundham,

Suffolk,

.Available scarlet,

CLASSIFIED ADVTS.

2d. per wora., Minimum 2s.
Bex No. 6d. extra.

YCLE SPEEDWAY CLUB neckties, 5s.
9d., scarves 7s. 9d, boy’s ties 3s. 9d.
wine, blue, green, rust,
Send postal order and full particu-
and design to

yellow.
lars of your club colours

Club Tie Company' (Cycle), 28 Avondale
Road. London, E.17. Other designs (same
prices) football, speedway, rugby,
“YCLE SPEEDWAY programme blanks.
16 heat only, 4/- per 100. On stiff
board 94ins, x 8iins. Send for sample.
J. D. Whitehouse, 55 City Rd., Edgbaston,
Birmingham 16. (1)
Pllll,LH’.\" Speedtrack as new for sale.
< Few spanners and spares, £9 15s. 0d.
P. Wells, Freeholders, Farncombe, Surrey.
(1)

agal
pgart\esi

Over 1,200 Sports Clubs ?
are now covered— ARE'O”O

Examples of possible claims: Six-hitkills man in
nearby road. Spectator suffers injury through
defective pavilion handrail or faulty step.
Child injured by mower. Spectators injured
when stand collapses. Panic following grand-
stand fire. Poisoning from club refreshments.

POLICIES for CRICKET, FOOTBALL,
HOCKEY, RUGBY CL

UBS, etc., also
PEDAL CYCLE SPEEDWAYS.

* Our special Cricket Club Policy was referred to, during November
1949, in THE STAR, EV. STANDARD, NEWS CHRONICLE,
DLY. TELEGRAPH, EV. CHRONICLE (Manchester), etc.

Apply TO-DAY for full details, stating sports played.

H.A. SHEPPARD & GO0, :5iies &7

12 Martin's Bank Chambers, TUNBRIDGE WELLS. (Phone 130) <

COSTS
CRICKET CLUBS

30% ;.06 cLus
p

(any number.

* Amplifiers

SOUND EQUIPMENT at your Track. . .
Give Race Results and other items the Vocal Touch

SOUND EQUIPMENT INc.

* Mikes
EQUIPMENT FOR HIRE ANYTIME—ANYWHERE

* Speakers, etc.

Inquiries  cordially invited
1 GOLDSBOROUGH CRESCENT, CHINGFORD, E.4 (SILverthorne 4289)

QUPPORTERS ~ NECKTIES, s od,
T scarves 7s.9d., boy’s ties 3s. 9d, Authen-
tic design for every speedway track (action
figuie wearing colours -with name below)
Authentic design every football league club
(footballer wearing team shirt and shorts
with club name). Hand-printed washable.
Avallablg yellow, rust, wine, scarlet, blue,
green.  Send postal order stating require-
ments.—Club Tie Company (Cycle), 28
Avondale Road London, E.17.
N]l’.‘\\’.' EXCITING! “Speedway League.”
T'he game that brings the thrills home.
Imugue_ruces. Championships, Life like
metal riders. Club colours. No two races
alike. Hours of fun for one upwards -15/9

x\'f).;t free from 65 Princes Avenue, London,

[nazg

Please mention AMAT EUR CYCLE
SPEEDWAY to assure prompt reply
when answering advertisements,

STOP SMOKING

with the aid of APAL
the remedy for the t. i

You should net try te ‘Oub::i: s':::.k‘-.
’VnV" without the aid of a substitute.
Will power alona is not sufficient, it

affect your healch
Send stam 2
sulars ang "::.l:’::::ssd envelopae fer full parti-

HEALTH CULTURE AssociATION
(Reom | ¢ 1 ),245 High Nelborn, Londen, WCi

with ONE toad!

The “LANGLEY” is a
pencil you'll be proud to
use., In chrome finish, it
has a Propel, Repel, Expel
and Overwind movement,
34in, lead, giving approxi-
mately 16,000 words per refill.
4 vrefills in barrel. Eraser
under pull-off cap. Smooth

and efficient—it’s the pencil
for YOU !

If your local
stationer can-
not supply,
send 5/- P.O.

M Myers & Son Ltd., Oldbury, Birmingham
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READERS ASK FOR ANOTHER CHAN

CE TO WIN

R BLACK & SON
Est. o
JULI L0 i e
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£00.

-
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ERE is a grand new picture puzzle
competition which gives you the
opportunity of winning: a set of eight
breastplates for your team in their own
design and colours; a game of Speedway
League specially designed for the speedway
and eycle speedway enthusiast complete
with  metal riders; twelve months free
subscription of Amateur Cycle Speedway
and a free copy of Graham Payne’s 1950
Cycle Speedway Annual. An all for a
postage stamp! It is simple and straight-
forward and you have plenty of time to
send in your entries,

Above yon see a series of eight pictures;
each one represents the name of a cycle
speedway team or town as SPELT or
PRONOUNCED and below is a numbered
list to choose from, Fill in the coupon with
the numbers of the names, which in your

opinion, are most aptly illustrated in the
pictures,

For instance, you might consider
MOUNT MILLERS numbered 29 in the
list as an apt name for picture “A”. Then
fill in number 29 on the coupon in the
square below letter “ A"

Any name can be used for more than one
picture and where the Adjucating Com-
mittee, undér the Chairmanship of the
Editor, decides that two or more names
are equally apt for one picture, these

names will be regarded as of equal merit.

RULES OF ENTRY

1. Competitors may send in one or more
attempts on the coupon provided which
allows up to 6 attempts, The fee for each
attempt ‘being 2id. stamp, Coupons must
be filled in ink. You ma nd in as many
attempts on plain paper as you wish, but
each single attempt must be accompanied
by .a 2id. Plain paper entries must be
separately signed and enclosed in the one
envelope,

2. Competitors correct name

permanent address must be given,

3. Every entry will be considered and no

claims will be neccesss . Proof of posting
will not be accepted as proof of delivery.
.. No responsibility can be accepted for
entries lost, mislaid or delayed before or
after delivery.. Nor can mutilated or altered
coupons be accepted.

5. No correspondence or interviews, The
decision of the Committee on the merits of
the entries and the decision of the Editor
of Amateur Cycle Speedway on all matters
will be final and legally.” binding -on -al]
competitors,

Page 18

and

Because our magazine was
a littl> late in publication last
wmonth; readers all over the
country have asked us to
extend the closing date of our
competition in order to give
them -a fair chance to win the

grand prizes. Through de-
mand, therefore, we are
obliged to give all “another
chance.” Note the new
closing date: September 15,
1950.  Don't delay this time!

than Friday, Sep:ember I5th.
be published” in
on sale October

it in as instructed

6. All entries must be received not later
The result will
Amateur Cycle Speedway
15th.

7. Cut ot the coupon on this page, fill
and place in a seeled,

(cut around here)

CDEFGH Fee

210

| agree with the rules & accept editors
decision as final

(M Mrs, Miss.)
(BLOCK LETTERS)

wddressed:—  Amateur
s

Cycle Speedway, *“ Picture Contest No. | 8

stamped envelope
15 Locket Road,
Middlesex.

Wealdstone, Harrow,

Failure to comply with any of the
conditions outlined in these rules, involves
disqualification and forfeiture fee,

1. Andover 20. Highworth
2. Battle 21, Hill Top
3. Black Cross 22. Holycross
4. Blackfriarg 23. Honor Oak
5. Broad Oak 24. Hyde
6. Burnt Oak 25. Kingsdown
7. Bury 26. Kingstanding
8. Clav Cross 27. Lightnings
9. Cookham 28. Mill Hill
10. Cross Road 29. Mount Millers
11. Crossways 30. New Cross
12. Crouch End 31. Oldfriars
13. Deal 32. Shieldhall
14, Double Aces 33. Streetly
15. Double Diamonds }4. Thunders!ey g
16. Exmour 35. Raynes Park
17. Exmouth 36. Wallsend
18. Graves End 37. White Cross
19. Harbour Road 38. Windmills
|
\ \
{
{ |
24d. Stamp | 2}d. Stamp
|
|
|
= |
’ |
l
24d. Stamp | 2}d. Stamp
|
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| |
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Breastplates ¢« Arm Bands
Pennants « Badges « Flags

—in your own colours and designs!

Has your team neat, coloured, washable breastplates? Has vour
Supporters’ Club.sew-on pocket badges and cycle pennants of your
club design? Do your track officials wear strong arm-bands with
“Steward,” “Chief Marshal,” “Manager,” etc.? Do you need
coloured lap-flags? Get in touch with us at once and we will supply
your requirements. Our artist can design, if necessary, attractive
club designs.

PRICE LIST (including tax).

BREASTPLATES—£3 19s. 4d. per set of 8 £4 19s. 2d. per set of 10.

ARM BANDS—1/6 each up to 2 dozen. Various wordings.

POCKET BADGES—Up to 5in. square. Any design. 1 or 2 colours. I dozen for £1 10s.
2 dozen for £3. 3 dozen for £3 15s. 9d.

PENNANTS—Ideal for Supporters’ Club. 8in x 4in. with 6in stem, 2 nuts and handle
bar clip. 25 for £2 14s. 50 for £5 1ls. 2d. 100 for £8 19s. 2d. 150 for £12 11s. 7d.

LAP FLAGS—3ft. square, 17/6 each.

BUNTING HOUSE FLAG—3ft x 6ft. Printed one colour on one colour. Name of
club with design on one side only. 30/- each.

Further Quotations on Application
From:

PAYLOR PUBLICATIONS 'SiQSKET ROAD, WEALDSTONE

LVOR: 1. CEARK

THE HARROW CYCLE SPECIALIST
FOR ALL YOUR

SPEEDWAY REQUIREMENTS

SPECIAL KNOBBLY
B e } THE LARGEST RANGE OF kLD
WHEELS 26" x 1§” CYCLE ACCESORIES IN MICHELIN ENDURANCE
27/6 PA'R MIDDLESEX All Sizes
BARS, WHEELS, PEDALS, CHAINS etc. 9]= EACH

FULL RANGE OF CYCLES IN STOCK RAYLEIGH, B.S.A. HERCULES, PHILLIPS, DAYTON, etc.

IVOR J. CLARK at

136 PINNER ROAD 14 BROAD WALK 68-70 ST. ANN’S ROAD
WEST HARROW (next door to Post Office) HARROW
MIDDLESEX NORTH HARROW (near Harrow Met. Station)

Published by Pay’>r Publications (Tel.: UND 0098) and Printed by Arnold Printing Co., 125 East Barnet Road, New Barnet




WAY ANNUAL. Do it today!

The delay is unavoidable.

92 PAGES 116

ORDER FROM YOUR NEWSAGENT TODAY
OR SEND 1/9 (Including Postage) TO

PAYLOR PUBLICATIONS

(Annual Dept.)
I5 LOCKET ROAD, WEALDSTONE,
HARROW MIDDX.

S
/ il

. . . FORGOTTEN SOMETHING?

..« Yes, probably you have forgotten to place your
order in for GRAHAM PAYNE’S 1950 CYCLE SPEED-

Most of you by now are no doubt wondering why the
Annual is not yet ready. The continued printer's ban
on overtime, now in operation in London area, is
causing much delay in production, but everything pos-
sible is being done to expedite delivery. GRAHAM
PAYNE’S 1950 CYCLE SPEEDWAY ANNUAL will be
posted to you promptly on publication, so don’t worry.

EVERYBODY writes in it,
It is characterised by its
authentic  articles with
general interest. It is a
handy sized booklet. Never
before has some much
necessary information been
made available in such an
inexpensive and compact
edition,

Every cycle speedster,
supporter and enthusiast
should have one in the
home, It is a publication
you should not miss and
will want to keep.




